Passive Voice
Form:


· The Passive Voice of an active tense is formed by putting the verb to be into the same tense as the active verb and adding the past participle of the active verb:

Active: We keep the butter here

Passive: The butter is kept here

Active: They broke the window

Passive: The window was broken

Active: People have seen wolves in the streets

Passive: Wolves have been seen in the streets

Note: The passive of continuous tenses. This sometimes seems difficult because it requires the present continuous form of to be, which is not otherwise much used.

Active: They are repairing the bridge.

Passive: The bridge is being repaired.

Active: They were carrying the injured player to the ambulance

Passive: The injured player was being carried to the ambulance

The Passive Gerund is being + past participle

Active: I remember my father taking me to the Zoo

Passive: I remember being taken to the Zoo by my father

Active: When I was a child, I loved listening to stories before sleeping.

Passive: When I was a child, I loved being told stories before sleeping.

The following is the table of active tenses and their passive equivalents:

	Tense
	Active Voice
	Passive Voice

	Simple Present

Present Continuous

Simple Past

Past Continuous

Present Perfect

Past Perfect

Future

Conditional

Present Infinitive

Perfect Infinitive

Present Participle

Perfect Participle


	Keeps -----(
Is keeping -----(
Kept -----(
Was keeping -----(
Has kept -----(
Had kept -----(
Will keep -----(
Would keep-----(
To keep -----(
To have kept -----(
Keeping -----(
Having kept -----(
	is kept

is being kept

was kept

was being kept

has been kept

had been kept

will be kept

would be kept

to be kept

to have been kept

being kept

having been kept


Infinitive constructions after Passive Voice

· Used after: think- consider- know- acknowledge- believe- understand- find- claim- report- say

Example: People said that he was jealous of her 

     It was said that he was… or He was said to be jealous of her

The Infinitive construction is the neater of the two. It is chiefly used with to be though other infinitives can sometimes be used.

Example: He is thought to have information which will be useful to the police.

It is known that….

It was believed that he was….

He is known to have been or

He was believed to have been ….

Suppose:

Suppose in the Passive Voice can be followed by the present infinitive of any verb but this construction usually conveys the idea of duty and is not therefore normally the equivalent of suppose in the active:

You are supposed to know how to drive=  It is your duty to know….

though   He is supposed to be in Paris  could mean: He ought to be there   or   People suppose he is there

Turn into the Passive Voice

1. A lot of people listen to that radio show

2. They launched the “System Soldier” project 10 years ago

3. The NASA staff uses state-of-the-art technology to develop new space programs

4. The director has received a lot of complaints

5. They won’t allow Mark Walsh to work for them again.

6. A lot of people in Liverpool remember the Beatles

7. Children must not insult their teachers

8. I don’t think they should have fired Mark Walsh

9. They immediately stopped the programme

10. They told Mr. Walsh to wait in the living-room

11. I explained the lesson to many students

12. They warned him about the bad weather conditions

